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Review: Full Issue

Wiesner, David. Art & Max. Illustrated by David Wiesner. Clarion Books, 2010. ISBN
978061875663. $17.99. 40 p.
Reviewer: Ruth-Anne Brown
Reading level: Preschool, primary
Rating: Excellent
Genre: Informative; Fiction;
Subject: Artists--Juvenile fiction; Artists' material--Juvenile fiction; Painting--Juvenile fiction;
Books--Reviews;
Max, a young lizard wants the chance to be an artist like Arthur. Arthur feels guilty after
his first rejection and reluctantly lets Max paint with him. Max gets painter’s block and asks
Arthur for advice. Arthur conceitedly suggests Max paint him. Max obliges and literally puts paint
on Arthur which infuriates the seasoned artist. Arthur cracks and bursts through the thick layer of
paint. Thick pieces of his textured skin fly away leaving Arthur a colorful blob. After a fan blows
at Arthur and water washes the remainder of him away, nothing remains of Arthur to be seen. It is
up to Max to recreate a new and improved Arthur.
Pastel, watercolor, and Indian ink illustrations depict a desert landscape to contrast the
vivid lizards and their paintings. Young children will be able to read this simple text. The story
begins with large print accompanied by detailed illustrations then tapers to almost all pictures.
Parents and kids will love to view this book about persistent creativity.
Volume 31, no. 4 (March/April 2011)
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Willems, Mo. We Are in a Book!. Illustrated by Willems, Mo. Hyperion Books for Children, 2010.
ISBN 9781423133087. $8.99. 57 p.
Reviewer: Jan Staheli
Reading Level: Preschool, Primary
Rating: Outstanding
Genre: Informative; Humor;
Subject: Books--Juvenile fiction; Reading--Juvenile fiction; Books--Reviews;
Elephant and Piggie discover someone looking at them. It is a Reader!
“We are in a book!”
“We are in a book? THAT IS SO COOL!”
And we, the readers, are off and running with the delight and glee of this wonderful little
picture book.
Willems uses the convention of having the characters talk to the reader, but he goes further
by directly affecting the actions of the reader, as well. When, sadly, the book winds to an end, we
readers are given a good idea . . . read it again! And, surely, with the encouragement of the children
we love, we will.
Volume 31, no. 4 (March/April 2011)
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Wood, David. The Selfish Shellfish. Samuel French, Inc., 1983. 0906399440. $75 per
performance. 63 p.
Reviewer: Rebeca Wallin
Reading Level: Preschool, Primary
Rating: Excellent
Genre: Humorous Plays; Plays
Subject: Pollution--Juvenile drama; Sea creatures--Juvenile drama; Ecology--Juvenile drama;
Drama--Reviews;
Themes: All creatures in the world must work together for the greater good.
Production Requirements: Large sea-side set with moving parts, sea creature costumes, and some
lighting.
Acts: 2
Runtime: 1 hour
Characters: 7
Cast: 7 male or female
Time Period: Present day
The action takes place in a small rockpool where a hermit crab and his servant, a mussel,
live. The hermit crab is content living his life in his shell “thinking” about important things and
will not allow other creatures to live in his rockpool. When a sea urchin and his aunt a starfish
turn up hermit crab orders them to leave. Things change however when they receive word that
oil spill occurred and that sludge and the oil are on their way to the rockpool. At first the hermit
crab does not believe and refuses to help. Only when all the creatures finally work together are
they able to keep the oil and sludge away.
As in other David Wood plays, this one contains many interesting characters and action
with dialogue that does not talk down to children. There is also plenty of audience interaction to
help keep the children engaged. The world of the rockpool is interesting, imaginative, and
believable. The show requires somewhat large and elaborate set pieces and costumes, making it
difficult but not impossible to tour. A negative aspect of the play is its overt “preachiness.” The
play begins and ends with a song titled “When Will We Learn,” which seems to imply that
humans are all ruining the world for the other creatures that live in it. This theme is somewhat
emphasized throughout the show.
Volume 31, no. 4 (March/April 2011)
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Sherrard, Valerie. Tumbleweed Skies. Illustrated by David Jardine. Fitzhenry & Whiteside, 2010.
ISBN 9781554551132. $12.95. 153 p.
Reviewer: Gabi Kupitz
Reading level: Primary
Rating: Outstanding
Genre: Fiction; Historical fiction
Subject: Fathers and daughters--Fiction; Grandmothers--Fiction; Loneliness in children--Fiction;
Books--Reviews;
“I could tell right away that this wasn't a house that wanted me." It is 1954, and
nine-year-old Ellie has come to spend the summer in Saskatchewan with her Grandma and Uncle
Roger while her widowed father tries to sell some custom cookware in his assigned territory on the
Alberta border. Although Ellie's uncle is a kind soul, Grandma is like a tumbleweed, "looking
normal on the outside, but withered up and empty on the inside." She has harbored resentment
towards Ellie and her father since the day her daughter ran off to marry, and since she died while
giving birth to Ellie, Grandma now holds them responsible for that as well. Despite her Grandma’s
prickly nature, adventures on the prairie test the strength of both Ellie, who just needs love, and her
Grandma, who needs to learn to open her heart.
This is a touching story that will resonate with fans of Anne of Green Gables and similar
stories that examine deep hurt and the redeeming nature of love.
Volume 31, no. 4 (March/April 2011)
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Hamilton, S. L.. Xtreme Monsters: Beasts. ABDO, 2011. ISBN 9781616134679. $27.07. 32 p.
Reviewer: Laurien Clay
Reading level: Primary, Intermediate
Rating: Dependable
Genre: Informative; Informational books;
Subject: Monsters--Juvenile literature; Books--Reviews;
From the footprints of the abominable snowman to the waving tentacles of the kraken, tales
and sightings of strange creatures continue to abound throughout the world. Modern discoveries
and rational explanations can prove some to be fiction. Nevertheless, humans can only probe so far
with their science and technology. As such, some proposed proofs of the existence of some of
these unusual beasts cannot be discredited.
Hamilton, author of Xtreme Monsters: Werewolves, has produced another solid book in his
supernatural series. Like Werewolves, it contains a glossary and index along with a wide array of
pictures and enough facts to engross the attention of any young reader with interest in the world of
the unexplained. This book would correlate well with a lesson on uncommon or mythological
animals and would make a good addition to any library shelf.
Volume 31, no. 4 (March/April 2011)
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Hatkoff, Julianna; Hatkoff, Isabella; Hatkoff, Craig. Leo the Snow Leopard: The True Story of an
Amazing Rescue. Scholastic Press, 2010. ISBN 9780545229272. $17.99. 40 p.
Reviewer: Ruth-Anne Brown
Reading level: Primary, Intermediate
Rating: Dependable
Genre: Informative; Picture books;
Subject: Snow leopard--Juvenile literature; Wildlife rescue--Pakistan--Juvenile literature;
Books--Reviews;
A goat herder in Pakistan discovers a snow leopard without his mother. Warily he watches
the cub, and when he thinks the tiny cat is alone, takes the spot animal home with him. His family
is happy to find such an extraordinary creature as a pet. They name him Leo, and he becomes part
of the family, drinking goats milk and being taken care of by the children. When the goat herder
contacts the World Wildlife Fund for endangered animals, they jump at the opportunity to adopt
such a rare animal. The United States Embassy then negotiates with officials to transport the
endangered cub. Leo now lives in a habitat made especially for him in the Wildlife Conservation
Society’s Bronx Zoo with his mate Shelby.
The Hatkoffs tell a fascinating rescue story of an endangered orphan snow leopard. The
true story and color photographs will capture and hold the reader’s attention. The extensive text
makes this book one for older children or independent readers.
Volume 31, no. 4 (March/April 2011)
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Carson, Mary Kay. The Bat Scientists. Illustrated by Tom Uhlman. Houghton Mifflin Harcourt,
2010. ISBN 9780547199566. $18.99. 80 p.
Reviewer: Lauren McMullan
Reading level: Primary, intermediate
Rating: Outstanding
Genre: Informational books;
Subject: Bats--Research--Juvenile literature; Mammalogists--Juvenile literature;
Books--Reviews;
Merlin Tuttle has been an innovative friend to the bat community since high school.
Barbara French works for Bat Conservation International, debunking negative myths about bats,
and gives her professional and personal time as a bat rescuer and rehabilitator. Jim Kennedy works
to keep caves a safe place for all bats, but particularly the hibernating kind.
Tuttle, French, and Kennedy are just a few of the scientists introduced in this fascinating
book on one of the most misunderstood mammals in the world. Following the superb previous
work of the Scientists in the Field series this newest installment continues to contain cutting edge
news and is full of wonderful diagrams, photos, and information. The Bat Scientist is a great
companion book to Project Seahorse for children or students looking to learn more about
interesting animals and the conservation efforts that help protect them.
Volume 31, no. 4 (March/April 2011)
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Wiviott, Meg. Benno and The Night of Broken Glass. Illustrated by Josee Bisaillon. Kar-Ben
Publishing/Lerner Pub, 2010. ISBN 9780822599296. $17.95. 32 p.
Reviewer: Gabi Kupitz
Reading Level: Primary, Intermediate, Young Adult
Rating: Outstanding
Genre: Fiction; Historical Fiction;
Subject: Kristallnacht, 1938; Germany history 1933-1945; Holocaust, Jewish (1939-1945);
Books--Reviews;
Benno is a cat--a very observant cat. Benno lives behind the furnace of an apartment house
at Number 5 Rosenstrasse in 1938 Berlin where he has a nice warm bed and plenty of milk every
day. The neighborhood is ethnically diverse and, as far as Benno can tell, everyone gets along.
That coziness changes one night when brown-shirted men build a gigantic bonfire on
Rosenstrasse, burning books and breaking shop windows. This night will forever be known as
Kristallnacht, or The Night of Broken Glass. For Benno and the people he loves, nothing will ever
be the same, for they will never see many of these Rosenstrasse residents again. This dark event
marks the beginning of the nightmare known as the Holocaust.
Wiviott uses a unique way of telling a Holocaust story, through the eyes of a cat, that
allows for a whole new perspective on the event, Kristallnacht. Bissaillon uses stark illustrations
that change from bright to muted colors with only the symbolic flames of change in red contrast.
The text of the fictional story in a historical setting ends abruptly--a metaphor for the events about
to be unleashed. Wiviott also includes an afterword and bibliography; a great supplement for a
World War II or Holocaust unit.
Volume 31, no. 4 (March/April 2011)
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Stone, Phoebe. The Romeo and Juliet Code. Arthur A. Levine, 2011. ISBN 9780545215114.
$16.99. 300 p.
Reviewer: Debbie Barr
Reading Level: Intermediate
Rating: Excellent
Genre: Fiction; Historical Fiction;
Subject: World War, 1939-1945--Evacuation of civilians--Great Britain--Juvenile fiction;
Families--Juvenile fiction; Ciphers--Juvenile fiction; Books--Reviews;
It’s 1941 and Felicity and her parents secretly sail from England to Maine to leave her with
her uncle’s family. Felicity’s beloved “Winnie and Danny” go back, leaving no address for the
eleven-year-old to send letters to. When her uncle Gideon receives a letter from Portugal in
Danny’s handwriting, Flissy gets suspicious. She sneaks a peek at the letter only to find that it’s in
code, and she and her cousin Derek begin to try to crack it. Meanwhile Flissy is learning how to
adapt to her new home, one that seems always full of secrets. At Thanksgiving Flissy and Derek
learn how to crack the code and realize Winnie and Danny are spies. No new letters have come for
weeks, though, and Flissy is worried. Just before Christmas she learns that her uncle is actually her
true father, and she comes to accept the new situation she has found herself in. Though the book
ends with no news from Winnie or Danny, Flissy hopes for the best and feels at home with her new
family.
Stone has woven a beautiful tale about the life of feisty young Flissy. While the characters
in the book are fictitious, the events and roles of the characters--including Danny and Winnie as
spies--are all part of the history of America and Britain just before World War II. With beautiful
prose, fun literary references, and charming characters, The Romeo and Juliet Code is a sweet and
satisfying historical fiction for young readers.
Volume 31, no.4 (March/April 2011)
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Lai, Thanhha. Inside Out and Back Again. HarperCollins, 2011. ISBN 9780061962783. $15.99. 262 p.
Reviewer: Debbie Barr
Reading level: Intermediate
Rating: Outstanding
Genre: Fiction; Historical fiction;
Subject: Vietnamese Americans--Juvenile fiction; Emigration and immigration--Juvenile fiction;
Vietnam--History--1971-1980--Juvenile fiction; Books--Reviews;
Hà loves her home in Vietnam. She is growing a Papaya tree, her mother and brothers are
happy, and they are waiting for their father to come home after being held captive for nine years.
When war reaches their home, Hà and her family must flee on a ship to America. There they are
sponsored by a man in Alabama and have to learn how to live an entirely new life. Hà is
heartbroken. She feels stupid because she doesn’t know English, the other kids at school make fun
of her, the food is strange, and nothing seems to be right. Over time, though, she comes to accept
her new home. She befriends their neighbor, a retired teacher who teaches her English, and her
brothers find work and happiness in their new country. Even though she misses Vietnam, Hà
comes to peace with her new life.
Lai based Inside Out and Back Again on her own experiences as a young Vietnam refugee
in America, which gives a strong sense of realism to her description of the emotional struggle of a
young girl going through the same events. The book is written in verse, which adds to the story
using short, poignant sentences and ideas. Hà is a charming narrator, describing American culture
from a fresh standpoint, such as when she calls Thanksgiving the “coming holiday/ when
Americans eat a turkey/ the size of a baby.” This would be a wonderful book in a unit about the
Vietnam War, giving American readers the often neglected viewpoint of a Vietnamese refugee.
Volume 31, no. 4 (March/April 2011)
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Dooley, Sarah. Livvie Owen Lived Here. Feiwel and Friends, 2010. ISBN 9780312612535.
$16.99. 229 p.
Reviewer: Lauren McMullan
Reading level: Intermediate, Young adult
Rating: Outstanding
Genre: Fiction; Realistic Fiction
Subject: Autism--Fiction; Family Life--Fiction; Schools--Fiction; Books--Reviews;
Livvie and her family have lived in almost every rentable house in Nabor. Although her
struggles with autism cause concerned landowners to evict her family, she refuses to live
anywhere but the town she has grown up in. When her family once more faces eviction, she is
certain there is a way for her family to return to the yellow house of her childhood. Finding that
the sign on the house reads ‘Condemned’ rather than ‘For Rent,’ all of her sorrow and fear
culminate in a tantrum, allowing her to release the pain she has been feeling and emerge with a
new plan to help her family.
Dooley, a special needs educator, constructs a novel through the eyes of Livvie, the
autistic middle daughter of the Owen family. Her narrative is fascinating and wonderfully
insightful. The author opens readers’ eyes to the world of children with special needs that is so
often overlooked and misunderstood. With numerous characters to fall in love with; multiple
issues to discuss with students, family, or friends; and insights that shed a new light on the way
we think and view those with disabilities, this debut novel will not disappoint readers of any age.
Volume 31, no. 4 (March/April 2011)
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Vander Hook, Sue. Frederick Douglass: Fugitive Slave and Abolitionist. ABDO, 2011. ISBN
9781616135133. $26.00. 112 p.
Reviewer: Lauren Bangerter
Reading level: Intermediate, Young adult
Rating: Outstanding
Genre: Informative; Biographies
Subject: Douglass, Frederick, 1818-1895--Juvenile literature; Abolitionists--United
States--Biography--Juvenile literature; African American abolitionists--Biography--Juvenile
literature; Books--Reviews;
For a slave, Frederick Douglas had an enjoyable childhood—he said he was a “happy boy,
upon whom troubles fall only like water on a duck’s back.” He soon, however, discovered what it
meant to be a slave when he was separated from his family. Eventually he was sent to live with a
family who treated him more as an equal than as a slave and taught him how to read This education
spurred him to fight against slavery all his life. He eventually ran away from his owner and became
a leading abolitionist. After publishing his autobiography, he gained international fame. He lived
to see his dreams come to pass and died in a slave-free United States.
This biography gives an engaging account of Douglas’s life, from his birth as a slave in a
cabin to his witnessing the effects of the Emancipation Proclamation. It includes more than just
rote facts and illustrates who Douglas was by stories and anecdotes from his life. Well-researched
and inspiring, this book makes an easy, quick resource for anyone wanting to learn more about
Frederick Douglas and slavery in America. A helpful time line, glossary, source notes, and index
are all included in the back.
Volume 31, no. 4 (March/April 2011)
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Rubin, Susan Goldman. There Goes the Neighborhood: Ten Buildings People Loved to Hate.
Holiday House, 2001. ISBN 0823414353. $18.95. 96 p.
Reviewer: Lauren Bangerter
Reading level: Intermediate, Young Adult
Rating: Outstanding
Genre: Informative; Informational Books;
Subject: Architecture--Public opinion--Juvenile literature; Architecture--United States--Juvenile
literature; Architecture--Europe--Juvenile literature; Books--Reviews;
Controversy surrounded the building of the Washington Monument from the very
beginning. People complained that the design looked “like a stalk of asparagus,” and was “a
disgrace to our people.” But finally, two design competitions, two wars, 102 years, and 897 steps
later, the Washington Monument was completed and dedicated on February 21, 1885, as a
memorial to America’s first president, George Washington.
The controversial history of the Washington Monument is not unique however. Many
people have objected to new types of architecture invading their neighborhoods. There Goes the
Neighborhood tells the story of ten famous structures that caused a lot of controversy during their
production, but which eventually turned into everything from national icons (such as the Parisian
Eiffel Tower and the Golden Arches of McDonalds) to historical monuments and cultural centers
(such as Philip Johnson’s Glass House in Connecticut and the Gugenheim Museum in New York).
Each story is well-researched and engaging. Fun pictures accompany the narrative. This not only
provides a visual on these intriguing structures, but also gives the book an exciting and inviting
look. Notes in the back include information on the different architects, a useful bibliography,
sources for further research, and a detailed index. This book would be an excellent fit for any
non-fiction library.
Volume 31, no. 4 (March/April 2011)

Published by BYU ScholarsArchive, 2010

13

Children's Book and Media Review, Vol. 31 [2010], Iss. 4, Art. 27

Rinaldi, Ann. The Last Full Measure. Houghton Mifflin Harcourt, 2010. ISBN 978054738980.
$17.00. 224 p.
Reviewer: Lauren McMullan
Reading level: Intermediate, Young Adult
Rating: Excellent
Genre: Fiction; Historical Fiction;
Subject: Gettysburg, Battle Of, Gettysburg, PA., 1863 -- Fiction; United States -- History -- Civil
War, 1861-1865; Family Life -- Pennsylvania -- Civil War, 1861-1865; Books--Reviews;
Before Gettysburg was ever known as the bloodiest battle of the Civil War it was just a
quiet Union town where Tacey Stryker grew up. With her Father and two older brothers serving in
the war, she is left with her unceasingly optimistic mother to take care of her brother David and his
bum leg. Then the war comes through — bloodying the Culp’s hill, threatening the free black
population just out of town; ripping away the people that Tacey holds most dear bit by bit.
On the back of her book Rinaldi has written the following to her readers: “WARNING:
This is a historical novel. Read at your own risk. The writer feels it necessary to alert you to the fact
that you might enjoy it.” It is aptly placed. Without missing a step Rinaldi has run her characters
through the hell of living next door to a historically accurate war zone. Without needless gore or
over the top depictions, this story, taking place during one of our countries most horrendous
moments, manages to pull the reader through the tragedy with interest, hope, and a truly marvelous
story.
Volume 31, no. 4 (March/April 2011)
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Haubold, Cleve. Sherlock Holmes and the Curious Adventure of the Clockwork Prince. Samuel
French, Inc., 1980. 0573616248. $75 per performance. 53 p.
Reviewer: Rebeca Wallin
Reading Level: Intermediate, Young Adult
Rating: Excellent
Genre: Mystery Plays; Holiday Plays; Humorous Plays
Subject: Sherlock Holmes--Juvenile drama; Musical theatre--Juvenile drama; Detectives-Juvenile drama; Drama--Reviews;
Themes: Intellect Prevails over Evil
Production Requirements: Extensive set and prop list as well as numerous period costumes
Acts: 1
Run Time: 1 hour
Characters: 10 +
Cast: six men, four women
Time Period: 1899-1900
In this Sherlock Holmes based musical mystery, Sir Gilbert Mallow, a wealthy candy
maker, is having a birthday celebration for his son on New Years Eve 1899. It is discovered that
his only son is actually a clockwork foundling who must be wound up each New Years Eve with
a special brass key. On this specific New Years, his son will turn 21 and thus inherit Sir
Mallow’s fortune and the top secret recipe for Licorice Marshmallows. The villain, Sylvester
Sinister, appears and steals both the key and the recipe. Sherlock Holmes is sent for and amidst
many Gilbert and Sullivan type songs, pun-based jokes, and varied and ridiculous disguises,
Sherlock Holmes recovers the key and recipe, and Sullivan is captured.
This Sherlock Holmes story with a farcical slant gives opportunity for lots of fun and
laughs. The script is full of physical, situational, and timed humor as well as fun characters for
both the actors and audience to enjoy. The setting, props, and costumes are somewhat elaborate
with several hiding places, sight gags, and disguises needed. All of these components add to the
fun but would make the production a difficult one to tour. The situations and high language make
the play suitable for an older youth audience and their parents. This play would also be suitable
for secondary age students to perform.
Volume 31, no. 4 (March/April 2011)
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Larson, Kirby. The Fences Between Us; The Diary of Piper Davis. Scholastic, 2010. ISBN
9780545262323. 12.99. 313 p.
Reviewer: JilliAnne Jensen
Reading level: Intermediate, Young Adult
Rating: Excellent
Genre: Informative; World War, 1939-1945 --United States --Juvenile Fiction;
Subject: Historical fiction; Fiction; Books--Reviews;
It’s 1941 in Seattle, Washington, and Piper Davis’ main concern is finding a boyfriend. But
everything changes when the United States of America is attacked by the Japanese Empire. Boys
become the last thing on Piper’s mind with her father desperately trying to keep his Japanese
Baptist congregation from being sent to incarceration camps, and her brother fighting in the thick
of the battle,. When all people of Japanese ancestry are finally forced into incarceration camps,
Piper’s father decides to follow—taking Piper with him. She is angry at being forced from her
friends and home, but learns through witnessing the unfairness and cruelty of war, what it takes to
make a difference.
This is an informative book on World War II that gives a diplomatic viewpoint of Japanese
incarceration camps from multiple perspectives. Larson does a good job of bringing the reader
right into the book itself. The Fences Between Us is not only entertaining but educational as well. It
includes historical notes on the incarceration camps during the war, the speech President
Roosevelt gave after the bombing of Pearl Harbor, a recipe from that time period, and websites to
go to for more information. This book would be great to use when teaching students about World
War II, and American History.
Volume 31, no. 4 (March/April 2011)
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Zahler, Diane. A True Princess. HarperCollins, 2011. ISBN 9780061825019. $15.99. 182 p.
Reviewer: Tessa McMillan
Reading level: Intermediate, Young adult
Rating: Excellent
Genre: Fiction; Fairy tales
Subject: Identity--Juvenile fiction; Princesses--Juvenile fiction; Voyages and travels--Juvenile
fiction; Books--Reviews;
Lilia cannot concentrate on her chores at Jorgen’s farm, yet she loves spending time with
Jorgen’s children, Kai and Karina. However, immediately upon overhearing Jorgen’s wife say that
she wants to sell her, Lilia decides to run away, with Kai and Karina choosing to accompany her .
They travel to the Northern Kingdom and through the dangerous Bitra Forest, where Kai is not the
first child to be enchanted by the evil Elf-King and his daughter. To rescue Kai and the other
children, the Elf-King tells Lilia to retrieve for him Odin’s magical clasp taken by Prince Tycho.
Lilia and Karina go to the prince’s castle and discover that the prince is testing out potential royal
brides by having them sleep on a pea. Lilia goes into the bedroom where the girls are supposed to
sleep, and she not only finds the clasp, but that she is the lost princess of the Northern Kingdom.
She meets with her royal family and tells them of her quest. She then enters Bitra Forest alone with
Odin’s clasp, but the Elf-King does not honor their agreement. It takes Lilia summoning Odin to
convince the Elf-King to keep his word. Kai and the children are released, Karina and Tycho
marry, and Lilia is reunited with her family.
Zahler’s writing is pleasant, witty, and entertaining. She mixes the fairy-tale, “The Princess
and the Pea,” with Goethe’s poem, “The Erl-King,” to create a well-developed, interesting story.
Any child who loves princess stories will love this book.
Volume 31, no. 4 (March/April 2011)
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Winters, Ben H. The Secret Life of Ms. Finkleman. Harper Collins, 2010. ISBN 9780061965418.
$16.99. 247 p.
Reviewer: Lauren Bangerter
Reading Level: Intermediate, Young Adult
Rating: Excellent
Genre: Fiction;
Subject: Middle school--Juvenile fiction; Teachers--Juvenile fiction; Rock music--Juvenile
fiction; Books--Reviews;
Bethesda Fielding never turns down a challenge. When her social studies teacher assigns
them a special project to solve a mystery in their lives, Bethesda determines to find out why the
music teacher, Ms. Finkleman, is so extraordinarily ordinary. Pretty soon she is proclaiming to the
whole school that Ms. Finkleman is the long lost rock star Little Miss Mystery. Unhappy with this
discovery, Ms. Finkleman enlists Bethesda’s help in assisting Tenny Boyer, a failing student who
knows all about rock and roll, in producing a rock concert that the principle requested. Throughout
the process Ms. Finkleman comes out of her shy shell, discovers the joy of teaching, and reveals
that Little Miss Mystery is really her estranged twin sister Clem.
Winters’s characters are memorable and charming. Each has his or her own personality,
with realistic character development throughout the novel. The story is quick paced with many
chapters ending in cliff-hangers, keeping the reader engaged and turning pages. This is an exciting
middle school mystery that has a light, comedic feel. The reader learns along with Bethesda and
Ms. Finkleman the importance of working hard, being honest, and treasuring relationships. This
would make a great follow-up read to Andrew Clement’s “School Days” books.
Volume 31, no. 4 (March/April 2011)
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Reedy, Trent. Words in the Dust. Arthur A. Levine, 2011. ISBN 9780545261258. $17.99. 266 p.
Reviewer: JilliAnne Jensen
Reading level: Intermediate, Young Adult
Rating: Excellent
Genre: Fiction; Multicultural Fiction;
Subject: War in Afghanistan--Juvenile Fiction; Women's rights--Juvenile Fiction;
Identity--Juvenile Fiction; Books--Reviews;
Zulaikha, a young Afghani girl with a cleft palate, has no hope of living up to her name--“a
brilliant beauty”--until the coming of American soldiers brings new opportunities with bittersweet
results. On the same day of their arrival, Zulaikha meets a mysterious woman who offers to teach
her to read and write, and she pursues these lessons despite her fear of being caught. When she
learns that corrective surgery can make her as beautiful as her sister and more likely to be married,
education no longer seems as important. However, when her sister’s marriage goes foul and results
in her tragic death, Zulaikha begins to see the world through different eyes, and renews her
education with a passion.
Reedy’s first novel, Words in the Dust, is inspired by an actual Afghani girl that Reedy met
while serving in Afghanistan. Reedy gives a new perspective on the war in Afghanistan through
the simple eyes of a child. A great supplement on any units involving the middle east or the war in
Afghanistan, Words in the Dust will allow readers to get an inside look at life for Afghanis and the
mixed feelings of hope and fear of the change that came with the presence of American troops in
their lives. With a brief scene of violence, this book may not be for younger children.
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Preus, Margi. Heart of a Samurai. Illustrated by Manjiro. Amulet Books, 2010. ISBN
9780810989818. $15.95. 277 p.
Reviewer: Tessa McMillan
Reading level: Intermediate, Young Adult
Rating: Dependable
Genre: Fiction; Historical fiction;
Subject: Nakahama, Manjiro, 1827-1898 --Juvenile fiction; Japanese --United States --Juvenile
fiction; United States --Relations --Japan --Juvenile fiction; Books--Reviews;
Fourteen-year-old Manjiro has runaway to become a fisherman. Hit by a terrible storm, Manjiro’s
crew drifts to a deserted island. After several months a whaling vessel discovers them. Manjiro and
his crew are afraid to go aboard. Years before, Christian missionaries came to convert the
Japanese, but to keep their culture intact the Japanese closed off their borders to foreigners and to
Japanese people who had left. Even with this threat, Manjiro becomes an adopted son to Captain
Whitfield, and is educated in America. Manjiro, in hopes of returning to Japan joins a friend going
to California to find gold and fund his return. He is successful, but once there, is accused of being
a foreign spy. Manjiro is finally released and returns to his family after eleven years. Because of
his experience in America, Manjiro is promoted to a samurai. He teaches English to other samurai,
and helps in the treaty to make Japan open to all countries.
Preus’s story is based on the life of Manjiro Nakahama, who is said to be the first Japanese person
to go to America. Several of the illustrations, drawn by Manjiro, are featured in the book. The story
is suspenseful, well-paced, and beautifully detailed. Yet the ending of the book is too quickly
resolved to the point that the content sounds like a history textbook, which weakens the foundation
of Preus’s story. In any case, the book was awarded a Newbery Honor.
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Wilkins, Ebony Joy. Sellout. Scholastic, 2011. ISBN 9780545109284. $17.99. 272 p.
Reviewer: JilliAnne Jensen
Reading level: Young Adult
Rating: Outstanding
Genre: Fiction; Contemporary Realistic Fiction;
Subject: Identity--Juvenile fiction; Troubled teens--juvenile fiction; African Americans--Juvenile
fiction; Books--Reviews;
Fitting in isn’t easy when you’re the only black girl in your all white high school, but NaTasha
really tries until her efforts to fit in end up embarrassing her in front of everyone at her last ballet
recital. Recognizing that NaTasha is struggling with her identity, Grandma Tilly steps in. Soon
NaTasha finds herself surrounded by girls who couldn’t be more different from her when she
beings volunteering at Amber’s Place, a crisis center for troubled girls in the Bronx.. Even with a
rough start involving a theft, cat fights, and abusive boyfriends, NaTasha eventually accepts and
befriends the girls, and is able to find herself.
Inspired by her personal experience while in middle school, Wilkins does an excellent job in her
debut novel dealing with the theme of finding and accepting oneself. This book is packed with
lessons on growing up with integrity and virtue in an increasingly complex world, Addressing a
wide variety of subjects, from racism, self-worth, and even chastity, this book gets the message
across even if it is slightly didactic. Because the book does contain a scene containing some
sexual content, which Wilkins handles very tastefully, the audience for this book will be slightly
older teen readers.
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Kessler, Jackie Morse. Hunger. Graphia, 2010. ISBN 9780547341248. $8.99. 180 p.
Reviewer: Laurien Clay
Reading level: Young adult
Rating: Excellent
Genre: Fiction; Fantasy fiction;
Subject: Anorexia nervosa--Juvenile fiction; Eating disorders--Juvenile fiction; Emotional
problems--Juvenile fiction; Books--Reviews;
Lisabeth Lewis is seventeen and anorexic, but the Thin voice in her head does not tell her
that. After trying to kill herself with her mother’s anti-depressants, Death arrives on his pale horse
to offer her the scales—and office—of Famine. Overwhelmed by this new job and her own endless
self-deprecations, she struggles to balance her troubled life with her new responsibilities as the
Black Horseman. As she travels the world on her black steed and encounters her fellow horsemen,
Lisabeth not only learns that she can ease world hunger, but learns that she has the strength to fight
her own eating disorder and to finally live her own life.
In this first installment of her Horsemen of the Apocalypse series, Kessler brilliantly fuses
the realities of contemporary youth culture with core elements of fantasy to create an inspiring
read. Using almost flawless prose and frank imagery, she boldly deals with problems that plague
our times from world poverty to teen body image issues. Having been a victim of an eating
disorder herself, the author vividly recreates the inner workings of anorexia and bulimia, and
therefore this work is not for younger readers and even some teenagers. However, this book would
make a great addition to any library and is highly recommended for those wanting insight into or
those suffering from these diseases.
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Nolan, Han. Crazy. Harcourt, 2010. ISBN 9780152051099. $17.00. 352 p.
Reviewer: Debbie Barr
Reading Level: Young Adult
Rating: Excellent
Genre: Fiction; Contemporary Realistic Fiction;
Subject: Mental illness—Juvenile fiction; Grief—Juvenile fiction; Friendship—Juvenile fiction;
Books—Reviews;
Ever since Jason’s mother died, his mentally unstable father has gone off the deep end,
leaving Jason as the only one to take care of him. After acting out in class, Jason is sent to the
school councilor where he meets Shelby, Pete, and Haze—three other teens having a hard time. As
his home-life worsens, Jason is forced to turn to the other students for help. Shelby tells their
councilor about his living conditions, and Jason’s Dad is sent to the hospital while Jason is put in
foster care. Angry and hurt, Jason is forced to sort out his life and understand his need to protect his
father. After several emotional weeks, Jason realizes that he doesn’t have to take care of
everything himself. He has friends to support him. With this in mind he lets go of his anger and
moves forward with life.
Crazy maintains humor and wit even while describing the most devastating situations.
Though Jason’s coping methods are faulty, readers will understand his actions and cheer for him as
he struggles with his emotions. The journey of the book is less about the fate of Jason or his dad
than it is about Jason’s psychological growth. Nobody has a clearly-defined, black-and-white life,
but instead everyone’s life is composed of shades of grey where they are trying to cope as best they
can. With deep insight and a character teens will cheer for, Crazy discusses the difficult issues of
foster care, mental illness, and death in a way teens can enjoy and think over.
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Teller, Janne. Nothing. Atheneum, 2010. ISBN 9781416985792. $16.99. 227 p.
Reviewer: Gabi Kupitz
Reading Level: Young Adult
Rating: Outstanding
Genre: Fiction; Horror tales;
Subject: Meaning (Philosophy)--Juvenile fiction; Interpersonal relations--Juvenile fiction;
Schools--Juvenile fiction; Books--Reviews;
In a Danish town a young seventh-grade student decides on the first day of school he has
had enough. After the teacher welcomes everyone back from summer vacation, Pierre Anthon
announces that “nothing matters.” He packs up his backpack and marches off. Pierre takes up a
perch in a plum tree and mocks his fellow classmates as they go to and from school because they
are wasting their time with things that will end. He hurls plums and philosophical rants at them.
His classmates get mad and want to prove that things do matter. In so doing, they build an altar of
things that matter. Their makeshift altar, a nod to extreme peer pressure and lack of individual
backbone, houses among other things: a bike, shoes, blue hair, personal chastity, religious belief,
and some totally gruesome artifacts. When the notoriety this experiment attracts fails to win over
the approval of Pierre Anthon, the participants get even madder and Pierre Anthon makes a
mistake--he turns his back on them.
Winning a slew of awards in Europe and selected as a 2011 Batchelder Honor book and a
2011 Printz Honor book, Nothing is recommended to be read and discussed. The writing is sparse
and the translation from the Danish is perfect. The characters mirror the bullies, the peer pressure
mongers, the gossips, and the spineless crowd pleasers one meets in the school, the community, the
church, the workplace, and wherever people congregate. Nothing does not have a happy ending, if
it has an ending at all.
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Davies, Stephen. Hacking Timbuktu. Clarion Books/Houghton Mifflin Harcourt, 2010. ISBN
9780547390161. $16.00. 264 p.
Reviewer: Rachel Wadham
Reading Level: Young Adult
Rating: Excellent
Genre: Fiction; Adventure stories;
Subject: Timbuktu--Juvenile fiction; Computer hackers--Juvenile fiction; Treasure
hunts--Juvenile fiction; Books--Reviews;
In the fourteenth century a crafty university student living in Timbuktu is detained after he
stole two million mithquals of gold. Leaping to his death to evade capture, he reveals the gold’s
location can be found though a special code. Centuries later, as ancient manuscripts are being
digitized, the code is discovered, and the student who found it is on the run. You can’t hide things
for long on the web, and soon the world knows about the gold. Turning to expert hackers to
retrieve the clues they need, treasure hunters draw Danny into their quest, whose expert computer
skills reveal the map. Soon he and his friend Omar are also hot on the trial of the treasure. Pursued
by dangerous men, they must use their expert mental and physical skills to get to the gold before
anyone else.
The first of Davies works to be published in the United States, this is a perfect adventure.
While some books of this genre seem farfetched with the hero’s luck getting him through, Davies
has given his heros just the right combination of skills to make them truly believable. In addition to
their hacking abilities, Danny and Omar are expert practitioners of Parkour, a fascinating
combination of running and gymnastics, and it is these real mental and physical skills that make
this story plausible. Additionally, the exotic settings and fast plot of the story will appeal to many
readers. Hacking Timbuktu will fill a niche for boy readers who crave daring exploits.
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Peterfreund, Diana. Rampant. HarperCollins, 2009. ISBN 9780061490002. $17.99. 402 p.
Reviewer: Debbie Barr
Reading Level: Young Adult
Rating: Dependable
Genre: Fiction; Fantasy fiction;
Subject: Unicorns--Juvenile fiction; Hunting--Juvenile fiction; Rome (Italy)--Juvenile fiction;
Books--Reviews;
Astrid’s mother has always been obsessed with unicorns—the real unicorns, which were
killers for centuries before virgin hunters drove them to extinction in the Dark Ages. Astrid never
believed the tales until her boyfriend is attacked by a unicorn. She is whisked away to Rome with
other potential hunters and given training by a strange investor looking for an ancient
unicorn-related cure call the Remedy. At first Astrid longs to escape being a hunter, and considers
sleeping with her new boyfriend, Giovanni, so she will no longer be eligible. That backfires,
though, and she comes to enjoy the newfound powers that come with being a hunter. When their
investor disappears, the unicorns begin attacking in earnest. Astrid and her fellow hunters learn
how to truly tap into their strength and eventually defeat one of the biggest factions of unicorns.
Rampant has a great hook—killer unicorns! Peterfreund has done her homework, and the
book is rich with traditional unicorn lore, focusing on the deadly aspect of the mythological
creatures. While the book is a bit slow at the beginning as Astrid—and the reader—adjust to the
idea of killer unicorns, the story picks up about halfway through as mysteries are unveiled and the
stakes are raised. Since the teenage hunters must also be virgins, the girls in this book spend a lot of
time discussing sex. There are also several intense make-out scenes, so this book would be a better
fit for older or more mature readers.
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